" A man may be a brute that leaves a woman in child-bed as soon as he finds she cannot get an order; a man may be a monster who drives by, and leaves unhelped some sufferer from accident, because he can get no promise of pay for his services ; but I, for one, think the legislator a more brutal monster who deliberately plans a system which is for ever assaulting the charity of one class of professional men, who have little to give but time, to whom time is bread, and of whose whole time a large proportion is exacted of them at a price which will not even give bread. " The whole system of' orders' needs revision?the medical officer ought to be paid the real value of his services; competition in his case is no fair criterion; he should be made subordinate, in the first instance, to a board of medical inspection; he should be paid for attendance and prescribing, not for drugs and appliances; he should have these liberally supplied him from sources which would secure their being the best of their sort, or at least as good as his purposes required. The present system gives us no security either for proper attendance or the administration of proper remedies; it makes boards of guardians authorities in matters they do not understand; it leaves the pauper to a process of obtaining first an order, then the doctor, then his medicine, which in each stage is one in which success is too much a matter of chance; it satisfies no party, and continues to excite, from time to time, public obloqny by the exposures of neglect and cruelty to which it is ever liable."?Times, January 21.
During the discussion of these matters, we have to impress upon Scotch practitioners the necessity of looking after their own interests. In our next Number we shall continue this subject, by inquiring narrowly into the operations of the recent poor-law, and to what rights they are entitled from its enactment.
We must again repeat, that a fair arrangement, between the practitioner and the authorities, is entirely in his own hands. In the mean time, we hereby promise that, if the members of the profession in Scotland be only true to themselves, we shall not abandon this question until it is satisfactorily settled to their advantage.
